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AMMIN1STRA.TJ .VE; 

Tills case is being placed in a closed status because 
'the Invaders organisation has split into two organisations, 

"IVe the People," and "Peoples lievolutionary Party." Cases have 
been opened on these two organisations and reports arc in 
preparation. 



This report is classified "Confidential" because 
it contains information from sources of continuing value 
whose identities, if revealed, might compromise their effective 
ness and adversely affect the security of the United States. 

Copies of this report arc being furnished to the 
U. S . Secret Service and U. S. Attorney, both Memphis, and to 
the regional offices of the intelligence agencies of the Armed 
Forces, pursuant to Bureau instillations. 

Careful consideration v.as given to the use of T 
symbols, and T symbols were utilised only in those instances 
where it was necessary to conceal the sources. 
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Tl.'l." INVADE! IS 



Cho, .tio-, RACIAL MATTERS 



Syn-.'i Invaders, a blade militant organisation, was formed in 

Memphis, Tenn. , in the Summer of 1907. In August, 1970, 
it was learned the Invaders had spill, into two distinct 
organisations, one called 'Y/e the People," led by LANCE 
WATSON , and one called "Peoples Revolutionary Party," led 
by MELVIN SMITH and WILLIE V.'ARFORD. The Invaders is no 
longer a functioning organization. 

- C - 



DETA IL S: 

1 • ORGANIZATION 
A . Origin 

As previously reported, a militant black nationalist 
group of young Memphis, Tennessee, Negroes, now known as the 
Invaders, was originally formed in the Summer and Fall of 
3.667 by three Memphis Negroes, CODY VERNON SMITH, JOHN BURRELL 
SMITH, and CHARLES LA VERNE CARNAGE. During the Fall of 1967 
and Spring of 1968, it assumed the name of Black Organizing 
Project (BOP), with subsidiary cell:; known as Afro-American 
Brotherhood (AAR) at Owen College; Black Student Association 
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(i'SA) at Memphis State University; Le Moyne Col lego Inter- ’I 
oolJegiato Chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (MIC, N'lACP) at Lc Moyne Col lego ; 
ftivndern, primarily consisting of high school students and* 
school dropouts; and City Organi rvors , consisting of young 
non- student adults; all having a combined average membership 
of about 100. The ostensible purpose vas to create pride in 
bind: identity, to teach black culture and black history, 
and to obtain employment for young blacks. 

(ME 72, 3/13/70) 

In August, 1970, it van learned that the Invaders 
organisation had split into tvo distinct groups, one known 
at; "Wo the People," led by LANCE "SWN'.T WILLIE WINE" WATSON , , 
and one known as the "People::; IVnoI ut ionary Party," led by / 

11 ELY J N SMITH and WILLIE WAltEOUIL The Peoples Revolutionary 
Parly follows the ton-point program of the Black Panther 
party (BPP) . The Invaders organisation is no longer a 
functioning group. 

(ME T-2, 8/5/70) 

A characterization of the Black Panther Party is 
set forth in the Appendix pages. 

H, 1 Ieadgua r t ora 

As previously reported, in Juno, 1970, LANCE WATSON, 
Prime Minister of the Invaders , resided at Apartment 3, 1031 
North Watkins, Memphis, Tennessee, whore mootings and business 
matters relating to the Invaders were handled. The organization 
maintained no space for meetings or an office. 



(ME T-l, 0/1/70) 



C. Officers and Staff 



As previously reported, in June, 1970, LANCE "SWEET 
WILLIE WINE" WATSON was Prime Minister of the Invaders,, and 
MICHAEL STARKS acted as his legal adviser and secretary. 

(ME T-l, C/1/70) 

(ME T-2, 6/1/70) 

i \* SZ " Do Finances * i 



\ As previously reported, in June, 1970, the Invaddp’s 

ftpintnined no bank account and had no known sources of income. 
' (ME T-l and ME T-2, G/l/70) 
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E. Membership 



( 



fifteen 



As previously reported, in June, 
active members in tlie Invaders. 



1970, there worte 



(ME T 1 and ME T-2, G/l/70) 
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ACTIVITIES 



"The New United Front, 1 
forth: 



the following j nformation was set 



V' 



On Juno 4, 1970, I.1E T- 2 furnished a copy of a 
mimeographed newspaper entitled "V.'e the People,” published by 
the Invaders. On Pa ye 1 of this publication under caption 



"A now organisation is bo in;, formed to implement 
the Few United Front. Its name is MVo the People' sunt it 
moans jest v/hat it says. The only racial identity its members 
assume is that of human beings. The organisation plans to 
direct itself politically and economic? lly. 'V/e the People * 
is beaded by LANCE 'EY/IvET W1LLJE VINE 1 V/ATEON, a long time 
nationally renowned black activist who intends to run for 
governor of Ax'kansas." This publication v:as dated May 11, 1970. 

A meeting of the Invaders v.r.s held on May 13, 1970, 
at Apartment 3, 1031 North V/atM.m Street, Memphis . At this 
meeting LANCE V/ATEON and others discussed a trip they planned 
to Kiiorv 1 11 e , Tennessee. 

(ME T-l, 5/26/70) 

On June 1, 1970, a meeting of the Invaders was 
held at Apartment 3, 1031 North Watkins .Street, Memphis. At 
this: meeting LANCE V/ATSON discuss ed a forthcoming trip to 
Louisville, Kentucky, where he was going to make efforts to 
have an underground newspaper published. 

(HE T I , 6/3/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders war: held on June 2, 1970, 
at Apartment 3, 1031 North Y/ntkVns Etieot, Memphis. At this 
mooting LANCE VAT EON led a discussion on communism. lie 
commented "I used to think ecu men ism v.v-s some kind of evil 
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On June 4, 3 970, 1AHCE WATMON, Prime Minister of 
the Invaders: , commented that ho v,?.s <■ t tempting to form a now 
united front in order to on large the scope of the activities 
of the Invaders. WATSON indicated that he vas attempting to 
recruit both blacks and whites, inclduing members of the 
Communist Party and the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) , 
into the Invaders. Ho said l Hut in order to attract and keep 
white people in the organization ho believed the Invaders 
organisa tion would have to opes ale under the name "We the People" 
or "Peoples Party." He stated, that tbo central committee, 
headed by MHJ.VJN SMITH and Mul'k.'CE LEWIS, was to be the action 
arm of the Invaders , and that this group was to be all black 
to satisfy the demands of MELVIN SMI'JJl and other members of 
the central committee. if 

I 

(ME T~2, C/4/70) 

A characterisation of Students for a Democratic 
Society is set forth in the Appendix pages. 



A Mooting of the Invaders v: r; held on June 3, 3.970, 
at 1033. North Wa.tk.ins Street, Memphis . At this meeting 
there was a discussion concerning a newspaper to be known as 
"We the People." 



(ME T-l, 0/5/70) 



(ME T-l, C/10/70) 



government where they went around killing people, but I 1 va 
sLound that all. they want to do is to feed people and makef 
sure that- one person doesn’t have more than the other’. Fdr 
instance, I have some potatoes and brans and you have some 
mil);; J give you some potatoes i or milk; what do you call 
this?" WATSON indicated he feels that when ho starts 
publishing the newspaper, which will include information 
concerning the control of the country by 218 families, lie 
will be placed at the head of an assassination list. He 
indicated that this was what happened to the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, stating that at that time Dr. KING was talking 
about not only feeding black, people but. feeding all poor people. 



A meeting of the Invaders was held on June 8, 1970, 
at 1.031 North Watkins Street, Memphis . On this occasion LANCE 
V; AT DON advised that he had received a. letter from the U. S. 
Dcpar tmont of Justice, Washington, D. C. , wnorcin the U. S. 
Attorney and the U. fj. District Court suggested that the 
charges against President NINON lie dropped. 
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l . Oil Juno 9, 1970, LANC.'E WATSON again commented that 

the central committee, led by MAIS.UICK LEWIS ancl llJiLVIN SMlfhl, 
is the action arm of the Invaders. \ 

(ME T-2, 6/10/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on Juno 9, 1970, 
at J 03 J Worth Watkins , Memphis. On this occasion WATSOH" 
commented that ho would have to go to Louisville, Kentucky, 
on Juno 13, 1970, in connection with the publication of the 
newspaper known as "We the People," 

(ME T-l , 6/10/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders \v: w: lield on Juno 10, 1970, 
at 1031 Worth Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion WATSON handed 
out some literature indicating Unit tlio trial of President 
NIKON would be held on September G, 1970, in Washington. D. C. 

(Mli *i 1- , 6/1 D/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders vnr; held on June 11, 1.970,' 
at 1091 Worth Watkins Street, Memphis. At this meeting there 
was discussion concorniniv the proposed firing of the chairman 
of the Memphis War on Poverty Committee. 

(ME T-l , 6/16/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders war; held on June 12, 1970, 
at 1031 North Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion WATSON 
handed out literature soliciting contributions to "Wo the 
People-," 1031 North Wat): ins , Memphis. 

(ME T-l , 6/16/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on June 16, 1970, 
at 1031 North Watkins Street, Memphis. On this occasion 
WATSON discussed- his trip to J/hi isvil.l e vheve lie arranged to 
have an issue of the newspaper known as "'We the People" 
printed. lie; indicated it wculd be son-; time before lie could 
get the paper in Memphis beeau'e they needed $300 to pay 
for the printing and delivery. 
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(ME T-l, 6/13/70) 
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( On Juno 15, 1970, .JONH CHARLES SMITH and WILLIE 

WARLORD commented that thej r wes c members of t)ic Invaders, # 
which will be known in the future as the "Peoples Party," % 
and 'that the official newspaper of the "Peoples Party" will 
be known as "We the People," 

(ME T~2 , 6/17/70) 

On June 17, 1970, HE T-2 furnished a copy of a 
poster which LANCE WATSON had been distributing in the Memphis 
area, which poster was captioned "We the People." The poster 
contained the following information: 



"We , 

hungry, poorly 
tired, of being 



structure tolling us 'There : 
present ’ — we ’ ve hoard that a 
tiled of begging the governm 
* nigf'Oi and po* white trash’ 
help us, but that acts like 



the People , are tired. We are tired of being 
fed, poorly cloDvd, poorly housed, and we’re 
tired. We’ve had the white-oriented governmental 



ire not available funds at the 
hundred times too many. We’re 
ini to keep us on a demeaning, 
welfare p ogram that’s supposed to 
in addictive drug, sucking away our 



mr.i lioo'i, our vomanood, our humanity." 



(ME T~2, 6/17/70) 



1970, 



held on June 17, 
occasion WATSON 
control the country 
lie commented that the 



' A meeting of the Invaders vr.s 

at KOI North Watkins, Memphis. On this 
commented that 218 families in tho U. S 
and -exploit the poor and black, people*. 

ROCKEFELLER ’ s , the FORD’S, and the DuEONT’s and other large 
corporations wore the instigators of the war in Southeast 
Asia. jjo stated that people connected with these families 
and those corporations do not enro anything about killing 
people as long as they can make millions of dollars. He 
commented, that President NIXON is a puppet and that whenever 
a string is pulled he must react the way these corporations 
and these families want him to ...or they would have him killed, 
as they did former President JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

(ME T-l, 6/19/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders vac held on June 18, 1970, 
at 1031 North Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion WATSON 
announced that he and two of his associates would make a 








Mi: ] 57-3.067 



even -Plate tour, including stops at I />uisv i lie , Kentucky; 
incinnati, Ohio; Ua 1 1 ii.iorc , Maryland; Ncv/ York City, and 
Wash j ngl on , D. C. , in June, 3970. 



/ 



(ME 'J'- 1 , G/24/70) 



/ 



On June 19, 1970, LA MCE Y/A.TBON commented that he 
planned to open an office on Danny Thomas Boulevard in 
Memphis and set up a drug therapy school, establish a 
political and consumer orientation oj t.f initiation , and set up 
an office to handle police brutality complaints. 

(ME T- 1 , G/24/70) 

A meeting of tho Invaders was held on June 22, 1970, 
at 1091 Jlorth Watkins, Memphis, On t)>is occasion Y.'ATCON 
mapped out plans for a Memphis 'Jar on Poverty Commit too meeting 
to be held on Juno 24, 1970. Ho staled that he would get 



eight buckets, fill them with 
represent blood, and take the 
in Memphis by the Police, put. on 
present them to tho Memphis Ci ly 



water, put red dye in them to 
names of eight individuals killed 
naive on each bucket, and 
Counci 1 . 



(ME T -1 , 6/25/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on the evening 
of June 23, 1970, a.t 1031 North Watkins, Memphis. Following 
the meeting, LANC1S Y/ATBON and some of his associates proceeded 
to the Memphis City llall where a meeting was being conducted 
regarding tho Memphis War on Poverty Committee 

(ME T--1, 6/25/70) 



\/ In June, 1970, it was 3 ear m 

intended to take some of the members r 
join in a march on the United Nations 
charges of genocide against the black 
States would be made against the govern' 
B tat os . It \v«is also learned that WATS 
improve the image of tho Invaders orga 
name "Peoples Party” and by n (.'tempt A*: g 
directed against the use of narcotics 
removal of Mayor HENRY LGEB , Fire and 
FRANK HOLLOMAN, and Chief of Felice PE 



d that LANCE WATSON 
f h is organisation and 
at New York City where 
people of the United 
ament of the United 
ON was attempting to 
nidation by using the 
to form a. program 
and asking for the 
) ’ol ice Commies ionor 
HUY LUX. 



(ME T-2, 6/24/70) 
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A meeting of the Invades s was hold on Juno 24, 1970, 
at 3 031 Korth Watkins, Memphis. On this occasion WAT, EON 
announced plans to organise a "Mo i hors. March against Police 
Brutality and the Vietnam War" on Juno 25, 1970. 

. (!.1E T-2, 7/2/70) 

An emergency conference sponsored by the Students 
for a Democratic Society and the Invaders was held on June 20, 
1370,, at St. Patrick's Church, 333 Linden Street, Memphis . 

The following topics v/oro discussed at this conference: 

Draft counseling; 

Po lice brutality; 

Illegal drug traffic; 

Vietnam War; 

Publicity of organising students and workers into 
a major party. 

(ME T-5, 0/26/70) 

^ If was learned in June, 1970, that KELLEY DELANEY 

and VILLI E DELL, both close associates of LANCE WATSON, plan 
to leave Memphis on June 30, 19/0, on a seven-state tour . 

Tills tour was planned in an eflorl: to got support for the 
July 25 "Mothers March" against police brutality and the 
trial of President NIXON iii Washington, D. C. , in early 
September, 1970. 

(ME T-l , 7/2/70) 

In late Juno, 1970, it was learned that the Invaders 
orga ii i :v . I ion had split into iv/o branches', one known as "We the 
People," and one known as "People!; Revolutionary Party." The 
two branches held separate meetings on most occasions, and 
the "Peoples Revolutionary Party" was considered the action 
group, whereas "Wo the People" was considered the political 
arm of the Invaders. 



(ME T-2, 7/1/70) 



\J A meeting of the Invaders was held on July 14, lS7.b, 
at the Greater New Liberty Baptist Church, 1006 Texas Street!, 
Memphis. At this meeting plans were discussed for the 
forthcoming march on July 25, 1970. 




7/17/70) 
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On July 14, 1070, LANCE WATSON advised that 
ntended to commence a fast tha t chute find continue on 
fast, sleeping in a coffin, until the morning of July 
On Jul y 25 , 1970 , he planned to lead a protest march from 
the Greater New Liberty Baptist Church , 100G Texas 
to the Memphis City Hall, prot.es tint? the war in 
police biutal.ity, illegal use of drills , r: 
and the white power structure in Memphis, 
indicated tliat lie was attempting to improve the image of tlie 
I n v a d c rr; organ! z a lion 
children in a hope to 
care centers. 



lie 

this? 

25, 1970, 
rora 
Street , 
Vietnam , 

c ia 1 d is c r im i na t ion , 
WATSON also 
: the ir, 

by organ ixi ng day care centers for 
obtain federal financing for the day 



(ME T- 2, 7/15/70) 



A meeting of the Invad.vs war; hold on July 1G, 1970, 
at the Greater New Liberty Baptist Church, 1006 Texas Street, 
Memphis. On this occasion WATSON dictated a letter regarding 
the proposed march lie planned to lead on July 25, 1970. He 
also announced that a press conference would be held a.t the 
chin ch cm July 1G, 1970, in conn-. c:t ion with his fast and the • 
f or fchoom ing marc h . 



(ME T- 1 , 7/1.7/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on July 17, 1C70, 
at the Creator New Liberty Baptist Chinch, 1.00G Texas Street, 
Memphis. 



(ME T-l , 7/21/70) 



/ On 
by "We the Pc 
Church, 100G 
Memphis City 



July 2 
topic , " 
Texa 
llal.1 



, 1S70, LANCE 
commencing at 
Street , Mcmphif 
The march was 



War, police brutality, 
and the illegal, use of 



crime 

drug.- 



WATSON led a march sponsored 
the Greater New Liberty 
, and terminating at the 
a pretest of the Vietnam 



poverty, hunger, unemployment, 



(ME T- 2 and M V/2S/70^ 



On August 2, 3.970, LA MOM WAT.'JOH and some of his 
associates made a brief appearance at a conference sponsored 
by the Young Workers Liberation League at Cluyborn Temple, 

2S0 Hernando Street, Memphis . WATSON and his associates loft 
this meeting and proceeded to the Greater New Liberty Baptist 
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Church, 1006 Texas Street, where LANCE WATSON and GKKALDII 
KNOX were married. 



(ME T-l , 8/5/70) 



A character xmat ion of the Younp Workers Liberation 
Lea iui o is set forth in the Appendix pares. 






